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Tu Ar, for ſome years pat, all merchants 10 other adven- 
turers in this uſeful, extenſive, and beneficial branch of trade, (ta. 
the preſervation and extenſion whereof the legillature by various 
one has in aHages, b been extreme 1 1 
ly and | jutly-attentive);bave ſuffered very conſiderably for want | 
of a cuſtom-houſe | in fome cen proper place, there having 
been none ſuch, hitherto eſtabliſhed, nearer, than Campbehown, „ 
fourhward about eighty leagues, or Kirkwall in Orkney, about 
ty leagues nortfiward/ and that tob wich a very tedious and 
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py ſituation, veſſels 
are to-be had only with a conſiderable es expence) 
and outward bound, either for Ireland, the Mee 
an colonies, areobliged; in order to procure t | 
or entries from the Campbeltown cnſtom-houlſe, to Bear 2 
to and ly at the iſland called Giga, _ wre at a conſiders 


up from the ſoutly promontory or cape of Argyle. 
"_ 61 the” Mlb 6 f e; and from this place merchants. 
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is a dangerous harbour 
troubleſome farther navigation round dhe Mul of cage to 


7 545 


711 


be given, where, through this: very, great hindrance and. incon- 
vevience, and other unavoidable accidents, ſhips have been ſo 
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months, that they Have loſt their markets infiroly, For it is well 


known, that if ſhips freiguted with herring or other fiflt outward; 


bound for any of the ſouthern markets, do not. reach theit re- 


ſpective ports before Lent; their markets are, for that reaſon, 
oſt, and, of conſequence, their cargoes alſo. In the ſame man- 
ner the adventurers to the Baltic are equally ſubject to the like 


inconveniencies, in regard they are obliged to ſteer out of their 


way to the, Orkneys, where they muſt ſtop till their cargoes 


are entered at Kirkwall cuſtom-houſe; whereas, if thete was a 


cuſtom-houſe i in a proper centrical place, where the herring are 


.. catched, theſe obſtructions and delays, with me heayy '.lols 
ee thereto, would be prevented and removed; and 
this again would be no ſmall. inducement and encouragement 
e many more to follow and purſue this. branch of trade, ſo ex: 


 tenſive, | fo beneficial. to the; nation in general, e 


dividual eoncerned in kt if rightly; managed: e Stans 
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which means the importers cannot clear their falt aceompes ws 
the aw direfs, dv, Thar as the proprietors of falt are obk- 
ged to bond fr at no leſs hn ten ſhillings Sterling per buſſiel, 


if they cannot regularly clear their accompts at leaſt once « 


year, che want of ſuch clearance, probably, may go very next. 


to perplex, if not orally to ruin them. 36, That, under 


theſs Aifficukies, no man »of ſtock will become an adventurer 


in che Herring-fiſhing, as he cannot poſſibly eleat his ſalt as- 
compts as the law Airects: : whereas, if a caftom-houſe was play 
-ced in the ifland of the Wes, this, it is bumbly apprehended, 
would at once not only prevent” theſe i inconvenieneies, bur alſo 
amight, ARE dae dend to promote the lic web 


fare and utility. 9 0 „ % Hos On r 
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Ar With EP to = particular * . this cuſtoms 
Houſe ſhould be erefted, after the firiftet-enquiry, it is bumbly 
fuggeſted, Thur the port of Stornoway, in the iſland of the Le- 
wes, is the moſt proper and convenient place for chat purpoſe, 
10 as to anfirer the "beneficial purpoſe intended. This port is 
ſctuated in che centre of all che fiffungs upon · the welt coalt-of 
Scotland and iſlands, where the Herring · fſhing ſeldom or never 


Hails; and here there is alſo xconliderable-cod and Ing ng, 
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which, if properly 1 1 turn. out to great: ceonne.. 
There is alſo at Stornoway an exceeding good natural 3 

bour, capable of receiving all. veſſels and ſhipping employed, in 
this extenſive branch of trade, with the beſt anchoring ground, 


_ the. beſt in-lets and.out-lets for. ſhipping, whether they intend 5 


0 proceed. to che Streights, Weſt Indies, or the Baltic: and all 
the creeks and harbours round, the ifland, where there are A 
great many ſuch, are lately, with great. exactneſs, navigated, 

ſounded,: and. laid down by the ingenious Mr Mackenzie, em- 


ployed by the lords of the admiralty for that purpoſe; ſo that 


by his charts, no, nipmaſter can be atra loſs to find a harbour 
even without a pilot. Add to this, that Stornoway i IS a village 
where there are about 1000 inhabitants, whereto many. ſhips do : 
anually reſort and put in, where they may be ſupplied, bi Z 
proviſions and other neceſſaries they! have occaſion Tor, * 


. Tuzzxz. is a poſt office · of late: erected there, _ the 
ee ck at the public. expence, goes regularly every week 
berwixt Stornaway. and. the, coaſt on the main land at. Pollew, 
from whenee runners gaweekly to Inverneſs, whereby a regue 


| ar correſpondence may be carried on; a benefit which highly 


s the improvement of-commeree, as indeed without re- 
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ſhips cargoes. upon the ff where, the berring are caught, 8 
whereby adventurers, inſtead of filing far out of their courſe 
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